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Questions unanswered 

 

Nos 85, 87, 102, 105-128, 135-146. 

 

QUESTIONS IN WRITING 
 

On the first sitting day of each fortnight, a complete Notice Paper is published containing all unanswered 

questions. On subsequent days, only new questions for the sitting are included in the Notice Paper. 

 

6 March 2023 

 85 MS SHARKIE: To ask the Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs— 

(1) What measures are being taken to address the concerns of Australians who may have unknowingly 

lost their citizenship due to the now-repealed section 17 of the Citizenship Act 1948. 

(2) What measures are the Government putting in place to assist people in clarifying their citizenship 

status. 

(3) Will those impacted by this loophole be notified to ensure they can act to rectify their loss of 

citizenship. 

(4) Will the Government commit to waiving the associated $210 fee to ‘resume’ Australian citizenship. 

(5) Will the Government consider legislative amendments to resolve consequential issues associated 

with the repealing of section 17 of the Citizenship Act 1948, providing for the re-instatement of lost 

citizenships. 

(6) Given that under current law, if an Australian loses their citizenship whilst on Australian soil, they 

are automatically granted an ‘ex-citizen’ visa, and while this visa is permanent, it is revoked upon an 

individual’s departure from Australia, so that to re-enter the country, individuals must apply for 

another visa: (a) what visa would those re-entering Australia be required to apply for; and (b) how 

long will individuals have to wait to have their application approved. 

(7) What are the legal implications for individuals effected by this anomaly who have married, bought 

property, transacted business agreements, or entered into legal agreements. 

(8) If there are legal implications in (7), will the Government introduce legislation to address these 

issues. 

20 March 2023 

 87 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of the provision of Australian Defence Force 

(ADF) ceremonial support for ANZAC Day services: 

(1) For each electoral division, which ANZAC Day services did the ADF provide ceremonial support to 

in 2022. 

(2) For each ANZAC Day service where ceremonial support was provided, which service (or services) 

of the ADF provided the support. 

http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=265980
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senators_and_Members/Parliamentarian?MPID=e5d


2 Unanswered questions 

(3) Of the ANZAC Day services that had received ADF ceremonial support in 2022, which have already 

been determined will not receive ceremonial support in 2023. 

(4) What is the reason for those services not receiving ceremonial support. 

(5) Of the ANZAC Day services that had received ADF ceremonial support in 2022, which have already 

been determined will receive ceremonial support in 2023. 

23 March 2023 

 102 MR HAMILTON: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government— 

(1) Will the Government honour the existing City Deal commitments, including the contribution valued 

at $668 million for projects across South East Queensland. 

(2) Will the City Deal deliver $25 million for the Toowoomba Railway Parklands project; if so, when 

will this funding be provided to the Toowoomba Regional Council for the project to commence. 

30 March 2023 

 105 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of letters issued by the Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs relating to Incapacity Payments for Veterans Studying pilot claiming ‘there has been 

minimal change to employment outcomes’: 

(1) How many participants were there for each month of the pilot program since its commencement. 

(2) What data and analysis did the department use to measure employment outcomes. 

(3) Was a report or an analysis of the employment outcomes provided to the Minister; if so, can the 

document be provided. 

(4) Can the data be provided upon which all employment outcomes were measured for each month of the 

program. 

(5) When was it determined that the program would not continue. 

 106 DR M RYAN: To ask the Minister for Health and Aged Care—In respect of the Australian Bone Marrow 

Donor Registry (ABMDR): What further information does the Minister require in order to make a decision 

to permit the ABMDR to access the funds currently held in its bank accounts for the purposes of recruiting 

cheek-swab donors. 

9 May 2023 

 107 DR SCAMPS: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government—In respect of the previous Government’s funding of $75 million for safety and traffic 

upgrades to the Wakehurst Parkway in the electoral division of Mackellar: 

(1) Why was this funding cut in the October 2022 budget. 

(2) Did the Minister have any discussions with the NSW Government about the funding; if so, were 

minutes taken of the meetings in which the discussions were held. 

 108 DR HAINES: To ask the Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs— 

(1) What are the Government’s priority groups for granting humanitarian visas to sponsored Afghan 

people who have had their applications verified. 

(2) What is the Government’s estimated timeframe for assessing these ‘confirmed’ visa applications for 

Afghan people sponsored by residents in the electoral division of Indi. 

(3) How many humanitarian visas will the Government issue in the current 2022-23 financial year. 

(4) How many subclass 449 visas have been guaranteed in this financial year. 

 109 MS SHARKIE: To ask the Minister for Aged Care— 

(1) How many aged care providers applied to the Department of Health and Aged Care for a grant to 

provide an Aged Care Registered Nurses’ Payment to eligible registered nurses in their employ 

between: (a) 1 November 2021 and 31 October 2022 (twelve-month payment of up to $3,700); and 

(b) 1 May 2022 and 31 October 2022 (six-month payment of up to $1,850). 

(2) How many aged care providers applied to the Department of Health and Aged Care for a grant to 

provide an Additional Aged Care Registered Nurses’ Payment (of up to $2,300) to eligible registered 

nurses for working in rural or remote areas, holding a relevant formal postgraduate qualification, or 

taking on additional leadership or training responsibilities in their workplace. 
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 Unanswered questions 3 
 

(3) What proportion of aged care providers in Australia have applied, by the closing date of 28 February 

2023, for: (a) the Aged Care Registered Nurses’ Payment; and (b) the Additional Aged Care 

Registered Nurses’ Payment. 

(4) How many applications were received from aged care providers for the Aged Care Registered 

Nurses’ Payment and for the Additional Aged Care Registered Nurses’ Payment: (a) before the 

14 December 2022 deadline; and (b) between the 14 December 2022 deadline and the 28 February 

2023 extended deadline. 

(5) Of the applications in (4), to date: (a) how many have been approved; and (b) as a percentage, what 

is the proportion of applications received that have been approved. 

(6) How many of the approved grants have been paid to providers. 

(7) What is the quantum of grant moneys paid to providers, to date. 

(8) Does the Government have oversight of payment of these grant moneys to eligible registered nurses 

by providers; if so, how much of the grant money has been paid to eligible registered nurses by 

providers to date. 

(9) What arrangements are to be put in place to improve provider application processes and streamline 

payment arrangements for nurses who may be eligible for a second payment for working for the 

same provider for 12 months between 1 November 2022 and 31 October 2023 or for six months 

between 1 May 2023 and 31 October 2023. 

 110 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services— 

(1) How many Australian Public Service (APS) staff and non-APS staff respectively will be engaged on 

debt recovery operations formally referred to external collection agencies. 

(2) To date: (a) how many debts have been transitioned from external collection agencies to Services 

Australia; and (b) what is the dollar figure of outstanding debts that have been transitioned from 

external collection agencies to Services Australia. 

(3) What is the dollar figure of outstanding debts still remaining with external collection agencies. 

(4) Has, or will, the criteria change with respect to when Services Australia would normally escalate a 

debt to an external collection agency. 

(5) How many days need to elapse before debt recovery is escalated. 

(6) How many contacts would a client have had before debt recovery is escalated. 

(7) What is the maximum time period in which a debt can be recovered through Service Australia where 

a repayment arrangement exists. 

(8) What risks or considerations did Services Australia advise the Minister of before announcing 

in-house debt collection. 

(9) What are the reference numbers for all ministerial submissions from Services Australia to the 

Minister concerning in-house debt collection. 

(10) For this financial year to date: (a) how many current clients are in a repayment arrangement; (b) how 

many former clients are in a repayment arrangement; and (c) what is the average quantum of funds 

currently being withheld from clients in debt. 

(11) Are all debts that were subject to the national debt pause now not subject to this arrangement. 

(12) For this financial year to date, how much debt has been recouped. 

(13) From 30 September 2022: (a) how many clients have requested a formal review of decisions; (b) how 

many formal reviews are still ongoing; and (c) how many have been completed. 

(14) For this financial year to date, what is the average time for a formal review to be completed. 

(15) How many Authorised Review Officers were employed by Services Australia in the 2021-22 

financial year, and how many are employed this financial year to date. 

(16) How many decisions arising from formal reviews were set aside in the 2021-22 financial year. 

(17) How many clients have had their repayments paused. 

(18) What is the total quantum of funds held by clients whose payments have been paused during a formal 

review process. 

(19) Since 30 September 2022, how many clients have requested an informal explanation of a decision. 

 111 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—What is the current average staff 

headcount for the Medicare Compensation Recovery Service Delivery unit. 
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4 Unanswered questions 

 112 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Expressed as a percentage of Services 

Australia total workforce, how many staff have received training in the family and domestic violence risk 

identification and referral model. 

 113 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Since 30 September 2022, how many full 

time equivalent staff are undertaking: (a) Centrelink compensation recovery work; and (b) Medicare 

compensation recovery work. 

 114 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Have any staff prior to 28 November 

2022 been deployed to the Australian Passport Office. 

 115 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—For this financial year to date, what is the 

average speed to answer a call to Centrelink’s Older Australians Line. 

 116 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services— 

(1) For this financial year to date, how many Centrelink, Medicare and Child Support complaints 

respectively took longer than ten days to be resolved. 

(2) What are these figures when expressed as a percentage of the total volume of complaints received. 

 117 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Who did the Minister meet with while in 

Estonia last year. 

 118 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Who did the Minister meet with while in 

Belgium last year. 

 119 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Who did the Minister meet with while in 

Denmark last year. 

 120 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services— 

(1) What service centres has the Minister visited. 

(2) On what date was each service centre in (1) visited. 

 121 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services—Were the social media products that were 

tweeted by the Minister on 14 February 2023 produced by the Minister’s office or by Services Australia.  

 122 MR FLETCHER: To ask the Minister for Government Services— 

(1) Which state and territory ministers has the Minister formally met with. 

(2) Where, and on what dates, did the meetings take place. 

10 May 2023 

 123 MS SHARKIE: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry—

What measures is the Minister taking to process the unprecedented number of new motor vehicles, 

currently more than 60,000, waiting for quarantine checks. 

 124 MS SHARKIE: To ask the Minister for Social Services—Given that superannuation for sole traders or 

business partners is not allowed as a deduction for determining income for JobSeeker payments, will the 

Minister consider changes to allow these expenses as deductions. 

 125 MS SHARKIE: To ask the Treasurer—Will the Treasurer extend the current direction (which expires in 

June 2023) to the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission to monitor the airline industry; if 

not, what measures will the Treasurer implement to ensure consumers can be confident of a competitive 

airline sector. 

 126 MR WALLACE: To ask the Minister for Health and Aged Care—In respect of a new headspace centre in 

Caloundra, which was expected to open mid-2023, and would deliver vital mental health and wellbeing 

support for young people in the region: 

(1) Are there any updated timelines for the project; if so, what are they. 

(2) Has a specific location for the Caloundra-based headspace centre been identified; if so, what is the 

specific location for the headspace centre. 

(3) Are any designs and/or costings for the project available; if so, can they be provided. 

 127 MR WOOD: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government—In respect of the Government’s $250 million Clyde Road Upgrade project: 

(1)  What is the current status of the project. 

(2)  Why has the Clyde Road Upgrade not yet started construction. 

(3)  When will works begin on the project. 
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 Unanswered questions 5 
 

(4)  When is the project expected to be completed. 

(5)  Have there been any changes in scope or funding for the project. 

 128 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local 

Government—In respect of the independent review of Inland Rail: did the independent review try to meet 

or communicate with the Member for New England; if so: (a) on what date; (b) how was the 

communication done; and (c) who from the independent review was engaged in the communication. 

 135 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs— Further to the answer to question in writing 

No. 83: 

(1) What is the total number of veterans’ claims in the backlog for each month since April 2023. 

(2) What is the total number of veterans to which the claims relate for each month since April 2023. 

(3) What is the number of new claims being made (net claims received) for each month since April 

2023. 

(4) For each month since April 2023, what is the percentage change in the backlog from the previous 

month. 

(5) For each month since April 2023, what was the actual change (number of claims) in the backlog 

compared to the previous month. 

(6) For each month since April 2023, what was the change in the total number of veterans with claims in 

the backlog, compared to the previous month. 

11 May 2023 

 136 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of considerations by the Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs since the change of Government in May 2022: 

(1) What individual matters were decided upon by Executive Government. 

(2) On what date was each decision made. 

(3) What was the outcome of each decision. 

 137 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of considerations by the Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs since the change of Government in May 2022: 

(1) What individual matters were decided upon by Executive Government relating to Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

(2) On what date was each decision made. 

(3) What was the outcome of each decision. 

 138 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of considerations by the Australian War 

Memorial since the change of Government in May 2022: 

(1) What individual matters were decided upon by Executive Government. 

(2) On what date was each decision made. 

(3) What was the outcome of each decision. 

 139 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—In respect of considerations by the Australian War 

Memorial since the change of Government in May 2022: 

(1) What individual matters were decided upon by Executive Government relating to Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

(2) On what date was each decision made. 

(3) What was the outcome of each decision. 

22 May 2023 

 140 MR L O’BRIEN: To ask the Minister for Climate Change and Energy—What is the funding profile for the 

Government’s contribution to the Borumba Pumped Hydro project. 

 141 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—Listed by position title, which positions within the 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs are considered to be members of executive government. 

 142 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs—Listed by position title, which positions within the 

Australian War Memorial are considered to be members of executive government. 

 143 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of the Minister’s deliberations on the Republic 

of Vietnam Campaign Medal (RVCM): 
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6 Unanswered questions 

(1) Which stakeholders has the Minister sought advice from. 

(2) On which date(s) was advice sought from each. 

(3) Through what channel (meeting, letter, discussion paper, or other) was advice sought in each case. 

(4) Which stakeholders have been identified as still needing to be sought for their advice. 

(5) Which stakeholders have been identified as still needing to be sought for additional advice. 

 144 MR JOYCE: To ask the Minister for Defence—In respect of the Minister’s deliberations on the Republic 

of Vietnam Campaign Medal (RVCM): has the Minister been made aware of any person, organisation, 

government, or enterprise that would likely challenge any legality in the further awarding of the medal; 

if so, who or which would be likely to challenge the legality of further awarding the medal. 

24 May 2023 

 145 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Emergency Management— 

(1) What financial assistance is being provided by the Government to the people of far northwest 

Queensland, in particular in the Burketown-Doomadgee area, and the Boulia-Urandangi area, 

following the recent devastating floods. 

(2) Is the Minister aware that thousands of stock were killed in this flooding event and many farms are 

now facing financial ruin due to the high costs to restock and fix on-farm infrastructure. 

(3) Is the Minister aware that in previous flood events, restocking grants were available that have not 

been made available following this latest devesting flood event even though the impacts are just as 

devastating and the level of assistance that the Government provides should not be predicated on 

how non-remote, populated or non-Indigenous a community is. 

(4) Is the Minister aware that the Queensland MP for Traeger, Mr Robbie Katter MP, wrote on 12 April 

2023 to the Queensland Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries and Minister 

for Rural Communities (the Hon. Mark Furner) urgently appealing to him to request from the 

Commonwealth Government the activation of restocking, replanting and on-farm infrastructure 

co-contribution grants. 

(5) Can the Minister confirm: (a) that an approach has been made by the Queensland Minister to the 

Commonwealth Government for the urgent activation of co-contribution grants; and (b) the 

availability of such grants. 

(6) Will the Minister ensure that targeted information on the process of how to apply for such grants is 

directed to the affected areas. 

 146 MR KATTER: To ask the Minister representing the Minister for Emergency Management— 

(1) Is the Minister aware that small businesses, such as the Tirranna Roadhouse, have suffered 

devastating impacts as a result of recent flooding, in their case their electricity generators are in ruins, 

their business, home and land is covered in thick brown sludge, and only last year insurers who have 

taken thousands of dollars in insurance from them have pulled out and left the property uninsurable 

and now facing a bleak financial future. 

(2) Is the Minister aware that the grants on offer will do little to address the current, great needs of 

businesses such as the Tirranna Roadhouse. 

(3) Will the Minister provide grants that will assist small businesses, that are the lifeblood of remote 

communities, get back on their feet. 
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